Total parenteral nutrition in four healthy adult horses.
Total parenteral nutrition was accomplished in 4 healthy adult horses. During the 10-day study, the horses were not permitted to ingest food or water. Body weight was maintained at 94% of initial values without clinical evidence of dehydration. Serum urea nitrogen and triacylglycerol concentrations decreased during the study, without other significant hematologic or biochemical changes. Horses adapted without problems to the routine of IV feeding and confinement. All horses were healthy at the conclusion of the study. It was concluded that intravenous feeding with a lipid-glucose-amino acid-electrolyte solution was an acceptable method of maintaining nutrition in the healthy adult horse.